
Hockey Canada  

Head Contact Rule  

Resource Development Update  

Learn it! 

Practice it! 

Pass it on! 



 May 2011  
Revised Head Contact Rule passed  

(Hockey Canada AGM)  

Å A zero tolerance policy on contact above the shoulders  

Å Develop effective teaching tools to young players that contact to the 

head area is not acceptable  

Å Contribute to instituting respect in the game  

Å Sends a strong message that Hockey Canada is serious about a safe 

environment  

Å Insures positive public message aiding in the area of player recruitment  

Å Reduction of concussions and other serious injuries in the game  
 



 

 
Å Education of officials   ð rule implementation  

 

Å Awareness -  for administrators, coaches,  

 trainers, parents  

 

Å Understanding  ð for players and parents  

 

Å Concussion awareness  - built around introduction of rule  

 

Å Media Awareness  - Hockey Canada s commitment to  

 reducing concussions  

 

June 2011  Work Group Planning to support the implementation 

new rule. Key areas of focus include:  



 Steps Completed  
Implementation Step  Date Completed  

Clarification of rule wording  Jun 1, 2011 

Rulebook sticker prepared and translated ð 

quantities match 10/11 and 11/12 rulebook 

production  

Jun 8, 2011 

One pager inserted in all English and French 

technical resource materials   
Jul 8, 2011 

Workshop planned for Technical Director 

Seminar in Ottawa. To include:  

Å Discussion of resources 

Å Branch-based communication plans 

V Website links 

V Email campaign 

V Clinic messaging 

opportunities  

Å Branch website buttons linking back 

to Hockey Canada resource area 

Å Rulebook sticker campaign 

Jul 21-24, 2011 

E Card for Hockey Canada Insider distribution 

to link back to Hockey Canada website 

resource area 

Jul 25, 2011 



One Page PSA 

    

ÅInsert for all technical 

resource 

materials (English and 

French)  

ÅWill also serve as a poster, 

flyer or handout for 

Branches and Minor 

Hockey Associations 

ÅFree standing banners 

created for events, 

workshops and meetings 
 



Dedicated Website 

    

ÅAll resources are 

available in French 

and English 

ÅOngoing 

development plan 

ÅResources for 

download 

ÅBanners on Branch 

& MHA websites to 

link back to Hockey 

Canada 
 

www.hockeycanada.ca/headcontactrule  



Branch Website Support 

ÅBanners 

ÅButtons 

ÅTwitter 

ÅFacebook 
 

www.hockeycanada.ca/headcontactrule  



Rulebook Sticker 

    

ÅAvailable in French 

and English 

ÅDistributed with 11/12 

Rulebook order 

ÅBranch supplies 

include enough for 

10/11 rulebook order 

ÅAvailable as a 

download off the 

website 
 



Head Contact Rule - Concussion Panel 
July 22, 2011  

Hockey Canada Development Seminar (Ottawa)  

To raise awareness of new rule and concussions to 

Technical Directors, Officials and HCSP Course 

Conductors. Panel includes: 

 

ÅPaul Carson  ð V.P. Player Development ð Player development  

ÅDr. Mark Aubry ð Hockey Canada CMO ð Medical perspective  

ÅLarry Weber   - Risk Manager at Bauer ð Equipment Standards 

ÅBlaine Hoshizaki ð Ottawa University ð Equipment Research 

ÅJames Mays  ð Hockey Canada RIC ð Rule application  

 



Projects in Motion  

Project  Estimated Completion  

Officiating resource group  building a video 

resource to illustrate head contact  Rule 

 

Aug 1, 2011 

Web-banners for Branch and MHA websites Jul 25, 2011 

Hockey Canada Website area supporting 

additional resources in development  

ÅTool Kit for Coaches - preðseason mtgs 

ÅVideo messaging 

ÅVideo resources 

Ongoing 

Scripting of messaging for a series of 

potential spokes people  
Jul 29,2011 

Respect in Sport Integration of Head Check 

Rule messaging and Concussion Awareness 

materials in to Coach and Parent programs ð 

also points back to Hockey Canada website 

Sep 1, 2011 

Additional needs as identified  during the 

Development Seminar 
Jul 23/24, 20011  



Communication and Promotion Campaign 

ð in development  
Å An August a media conference with Hockey Canada introducing new initiatives including new 

rule. Launch of the web area the same week. Also a media blitz on TSN, TSN website and radio 

stations.  

 

Å Launch additional player messaging on the Hockey Canada Kids website using Puckster. 

 

Å Create a smaller version of the one -pager in to a card format with key rule wording on one side 

and Learn it! Practice it! Pass it on! on the other. Use for clinic, registration, tournament and 

event distribution.  

 

Å Consider an "out of the box" idea using one of our licensees by creating an opportunity for 

tournament organizers to brand the tournament a "respect tournament". They might get items 

like:  

- an ice logo around campaign 

- water bottles for teams 

- event signage 

- buttons for parents with campaign brand 

- campaign specific pucks 

 


